DEAD  ALIVE  I 


A  TRUE  AND  PARTICULAR  ACCOUNT  OF 

A  Mam  who  came  to  Life  again 

In  the 

Closet  of  a  Surgeon, 

After  he  had  been 

Publicly  Executed; 


How  he  affrighted  the  Surgieon,  who  afferwards 
.  asskted  him,  in 

ttis  e&eape  to  HoIlMcl^^^^r^ 

Where  he  became 


opulent  Mercteht. 


Lon/doW ,  pr  hi  ted  ^  rfmd  HiAfi^y^.  Irtibfiripson.'  I^q  '^  v 


The  Dead  Man  Alive,  Sec, 


A professor  of  anatomy  ^  who  rcsid* 
cd  in  Bury,  Suffolk,  once  pro- 
cured, for  dissection,  the  bodies  of 
two  criminals  that  had  bce^n  ex- 
ecuted there.  When  the  bodies  arrived  at 
his  house«  inhere  the  dissecting  room  was^ 
he  was  compelled  to  put  them  into  a  closet, 
thut  cpenei  into  his  own  room,  haying  by  some 
means  mislaid  the  key  of  the  dis&ectipg  room. 

The  evening  came,  and  according  to  cus- 
tom, he  proceeded  to  resume  his  literary  labours 
before  he  retired  to  rest. 

He  continued  at  his  studies  till  near  mid- 
night, when,  all  the  family  being  fast  asleep, 
he  heard  a  rumbling  noise  in  his  closet. 
Thinking  that  by  fume  miftake  the  cat  had 
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been  shut  up  in  the  closet  with  the  dead 
bodies,  he  arofe,  and  taking  the  candle 
went  to  fee  what  had  occafioned  the  noise, 
but  wliat  was  his  astonishment  or  rather 
panic,  on  perceiving  that  the  sack  which 
contained/the  two  bcxlics  was  rent  through 
the  middle,  and  one  of  the  dead  men  made 
his  escape. 

The  doors  and  windows  were  well  se« 
cured,  and  he  thought  it  impossible  that 
the  body  cpu id  have  been  stolen.  Upon 
casting  his  eyes  round  the  clofet,  he  per- 
ceived the  dead  man  fcated  in  the  corner 
staring  him  full  in  the  face. 

The  professor  ftood  for  fomc  time  mo- 
tionless ;  the  man  had  still  his  eyes  fixed 
on  him,  he  wished  to  evade  looking  at  the 
dead  man,  but  which  ever  way  he  turned 
the  dead  man  seemed  refolvcd  to  stare  him 
out  of  his  countenance. 

The  professor  then  retired,  stop  by  step ,^ 
with  his  eyes  still  fixed  upon  the  object  f 
his  alarm,  and  holding  the  candle  ;n  his 
hand,  until  he  reached  the  door;  the  dead 
man  inNtantly  started  up  and  followed 
him,  a  figure  of  hideous  siglit.    Tha  Ute- 
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hess  of  tKe  hdiif,  and  the  filtnm  ih4t 
©revailed,  concurred  to  overwhelm  th^; 
feflbr  with  confu.^ion  he  let  fdl  the  only 
candle  which  he  had  burning,  acid  all  wa^ 
da?rkness^  he  made  his  escape  to  his  b^d^ 
chamber,  and  threw  himself  on  the  had: 
thither,  however,  he  was  purfuedf,  attd  ^.^ 
soon  felt  the  dead  man  embracmg  his  iegs^ 
and  loudly  sobbing. 

^  The  ptofeffor  baWled  out,  '  Lea^e 
mc  !  leave  me  r  which  relieved  him  ^drii 
the  grafp  the  dead  man,  who  R6)rw  inhis 
tarn  exclaimed^  *  Ah  good  execotioner, 
good  executioner,  have  mercy  upon  me  V 

The  professor  foon  perceived  the  caftse 
6f  AM  hat  had  happened,  and  resiimed  hU 
fortitude.  He  informed  the  re-^anidi&tfefl 
fufFcrcr  who  he  really  was,  and  made  a  mo^ 
tion  as  if  he  intended  to  call  up  fouie  of 
the  family.  /  You  #ifh  to  dcftroy  me,  es:- 
claimed  the  crimmal ;  if  you  call  any  pne 
my  adventure  will  becbfrie  public,  and  I 
ihall  be  taken  and  executed  a  secthd  trttre; 
in  the  name  of  humanity  save  my  life.  ^ 

The  profeffor  ftr^ck  a  light,  decoritt^ 
fei^  gu^ft  within  old  nighfe-grown,  ^hd-M^ 
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vlng  made  him  take  of  a  cordial,  requcfted 
to  know  what  crime  had  brought  him  to 
the  gallows. 

The  poor  wretch  informed  him  that  hfe 
had  inhfted  as  afoldier,  but  having  no  great 
attachment  to  the  profelsion  he  had  deter- 
mined to  desert;  than  he  had  unfortunately 
feVitrufted  his  fecret  to  a  kind  of  crimp,  a 
fellow  of  no  principle,  who  recommended 
him  to  a  woman,  in  w^hole  houfe  he  was  to 
remain  concealed,  and  after  informed  his 
officers  of  his  retreat,  which  fo  exafperated 
him  that  he  drew  his  bayonet  and  run  him 
through  the  bodj. 

The  prof^ffor  was  extremely  perplex 
jbiow  to  lave  the  poor  man ;  it  was  impof^ 
fible  to  retain  him  in  his  own  house  and  keep 
the  matter  a  fecret,  and  to  turn  him  out  a£ 
doors  was  to  expofe  him  to  certain  deftruc- 
tion.  He  refolved  to  condud:  him  out  of 
the  place,  in  order  that  he  might  get  intd 
a  foreign  country ;  but  it  was  neces&iry  to 
fixfs  the  watch  of  the  town,  which  wa:s 
ftridlly  guarded.  To  accomplilh  this  point 
he  dnked  the  mkm  ia  fome  of  hi^  owik 
bljoathfe> .  dowre^^  cloak,  and  at 

an  early  ihour  ttrtHmit  fm  the  country,  ^is 
his  fervant,  behind  him. 
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Tbe  guard,  fuppofing  that  the  doctor 
hurrying  to  visit  some  sick  perfon,  per- 
mitted them  to  pass;  and,  having  got  if>to 
the  open  fields,  the  delerter  threw  himfelf 
St  the  feet  of  his  deliverer,  to  whom  he 
fwore  eternal  gratitude;  and  after  receiv- 
ing; lome  pecuniary  afsiftancCj  departed, 
offering  up  prayers  for  his  lucky  and  wn* 
jeicp^cted  eicapc,  and  at  intervals  begging 
the  Saviour  of  Mankind  to  fhower  down 
blessings  on  the  head  of  theaftonifhed  pro- 
feifor,  who  indeed  ftood  motionlefs  for  a 
Ihort  time* 

Twelve  years  after,  the  profcflbr  having 
liccalion  to  go  to  Amfterdam,  was  accoftcd 
on  the  Change,  by  a  man  well  dressed  and 
of  the  heft  appearance,  and  who,  he  had 
been  informed,  was  one  of  the  firft  mer- 
chants in  Amsterdam* 

This  man  is  neither  more  nor  less  than 
the  deserter,  but  entirely  out  of  the  pro- 
fcflbr's  recollection.  Fortune  it  would  ap- 
pear had  fmiled  on  him  fince  his  residence 
in  Holland,  as  if  Ihc  had  intended  to  re- 
compence  him  for  what  he  had  suffered  iit 
his  juvenile  years  from  mankind  ;  he  had 
rifen  rapidly  from  a  common  soldier  tponc 
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of  the  first  merchants  in  the  opulent  city 
of  Amsterdam  ;  and  he  was  ciiite  rejoiced 
at  the  opportunity  of  shewing  respect  and 
kindnefs  to  his  benefacfior. 

The  merchant,  in  a  polite  tone,  enquired 
if  he  was  not  a  profefsor  of  m  edicine,  from 
Bury  in  Suftblk;  ?n  ^  on  being  anfwered 
by  the  profeffor  in  the  affirmative,  he  re- 
quested, in  an  earnest  manner,  his  compaaf 
to  dinner  at  his  house,  but  a  httle  d)>tance 
from  the  Change,  .  The  profejflbr  accepted 
the  invitation  with  the  greatest  pleafure, 
cfpecially  as  he  was  so  much  furprifed  at 
the  !&nquiries  of  a  stranger. 

Having  reached  the  merchant's  houfe,  he  ^ 
Was  fhcwn  into  an  elegant  apartment,  where 
he  faw  the  merchant's  wife,  a  most  beauti- 
ful womann  and  two  fine  healthy  children; 
but  he  CQuld  not  fupprefs  his  astonishme/it 
at  meeting  with  fo  cordial  a  reception 
from  a  family  to  whom  ho  thought  him- 
self an  entire  stranger* 

> 

During  the  dinnor  he  kept  his  eyes  fixed 
on  the  merchant  and  his  wife  alternately ; 
but,  as  he  thought  he  had  never  fccn  him, 
was  much  surprized  at  the  adventure. 
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Afttr  dinner  the  merchant,  t^^^h^g-in^ 
into  his  counting  room,  faicK  Y'ckrdfviiot 
recoltea  me  T'—^*  Not  at  alii Kit  I 
well  recollect  you,  abdne\^rfMlty6urrea'^ 
tiires  be  effaced  from  my  rernembraRce; 
you  are  my  benefaftor  I  am  the  perfon 
who  came  to  life  in  your  clofet,  and  to 
whom  you  paid  fo  much  attention.  Oft 
parting  from  you  I  hired  a  bc^at  at  South 
Endin  E^sex^  and  c  ame  to  Holland.  I  writ 
a  good  hand,  was  tolerably  expert,  attd  my 
figure  rather  interefting;  I  foori  tohl^iAM 
a  situation  as  a  merchant's  clerk.  My  good 
condud:,  and  zeal  for  my  mafters  intereft, 
procured  me  his  confidence,  and  at  the  fame 
time  his  daughter's  love,  who  is  now,  as 
you  fee,  my  amiable  partibri-aM^ii^^ 
tQ^thefe  two  children.  ' 

*  his  ret i ring  £rom  businetfe,  F^fild^ 
ceeded  him  ;  bat  as  I  owe  ail  it>  ylhappittcOfe 
to  you,  henceforth  look  upon  my  bouse,  my 
fortfune^  and  myMf^  at  your  dkoofaJ.'* 


